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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


Subject: Suspension of Military Operations (U) 



1. (TS) Pressures for a stand-down of military operations 
during the Christmas and TET holidays in Vietnam are already 
beginning. The Joint Chiefs of Staff are strongly opposed to 
any stand-down in military operations during these holiday seasons 

®°? e type Of cease fire is directed, they recommend 
it be limited in order to minimize the significant military advan- 
tages this offers the Viet Cong/North Vietnamese Army. Moreover, 
if a stand-down is directed, an early decision should be made 
as to the timing and scope of cessation of bombing in North 
Vietnam and/or reduction of ground operations in South Vietnam 

during the holiday periods in order to permit sound military 
planning for such actions. y 

.J;* . (T ?> A cessation of military activities must be accomplished 
with minimum over-all degradation of military operations. We 
c J? n ? t a«ain afford to provide the enemy the military advantages 
which accrued to him during last year's stand-down. You will 
recall the Christmas ce ase fire in South Vietnam last year extends 

£2^^ 0 " h T"« ,, 2^J TET > over a period; 

,stand-down in North Vietnam, 38 days. Experience during these 

periods indicates that our forces suffered distinct 

! iZv ^advantages and that these disadvantages increased 

v® i ength ° f P erlod of the cease fire. In particular, 

■^™ V t etnam - WaS abl f. to substantially from the result 

j axr attacks and to make significant preparations to 

•defend against the renewal of air strikes. Therefore, if stand- 
owns are put into effect, the Joint Chiefs of Staff would limit 
filf? stand-downs to a maximum of 48 hours in each instance. Furth 

cperations in Laos and air reconnaissance in both 
North and South Vietnam should be specifically exempted from any 

such arrangements. Finally, specific provision should be included 

!?? 1Cn H WO V ld £ ^ 1 ? w CINCPAC to strike unusually lucrative or 
threatening military targets in North Vietnam which might develop 
as a result of the stand-down* ~ p 
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3. (TS) In order to enhance our own military position during 
and after the stand-downs, the intensity of military actions 
which precede the cease fire should be such that there is a large 
element of doubt in the enemy's mind as to the level of effort 

at which we will reinitiate our operations. In this respect, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff recommend a sharp increase in the intensity 
and, if possible, the scope of air operations in North Vietnam 
both prior to and immediately after any stand-down. 

4. (U) The Joint Chiefs of Staff have requested the Chairman 
to discuss this matter with you at your earliest convenience. 


For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 


SIGNED 

EARLE G. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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